
Opium

China was the first country with a Drug Problem.

China has a ZERO Tolerance Drug Policy!
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 First time caught with 
drugs, you go through 
rehabilitation. 

 Second time caught, put to 
DEATH!

Poppy Plant:
From which 
Opium is 
derived.
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With the large 
number of 
Chinese 
immigrants to the 
US in the late 
1800s, Opium 
Dens popped up 
all over the 
place.  Especially 
in the western 
parts of the US.                      



Smoking Opium was 
originally reserved for 
the elite in China.  That 
custom changed over 
the years.
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Medicinal Uses of Opium

Morphine comes from opium and has been 
used for medicinal purposes for hundreds of 
years.  In the 1800s is was used in elixirs 
for help with coughs and other ailments.  It 
is still used as a pain killer even today.
It is highly addictive!                           

Islamic culture, in particularly 
in Afghanistan and Pakistan,  
have also had a long history 
of use of Opium/ Morphine. 
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Foot Binding
 This practice was used on young Chinese girls for 

almost 1000 years. Mostly those from wealthy 
families.

 This would not allow women to do much physical 
labor and barely be able to walk.
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The Largest Population in the World

 Over 1.5 billion people live in China

 China has a One baby policy to help with 
population control.

 Infanticide, the systematic killing of girls 

soon after they are born, is out of control.

 In the next five years there will be too 
many men.  There will be 1 woman for 
every 4 men.  



 One Child Policy was in place from 1979 to 
October of 2015. Now the Chinese 
government allows for 2 children per 
family.

 The families violating the policy are 
required to pay monetary penalties and 
might be denied bonuses at their place of 
work.

 The Chinese government has been 
accused of forcing women to have 
abortions and of forcefully sterilizing their 
citizens.



“Little Emperor” problem

 Chinese culture values males over females.

 Why do you think so?

 What does this mean in the long run?
– China faces a 24 million bride shortage by 2020!
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 Most families prefer a son to carry on the 
family’s name.  A son brings honor to the 
family.

 Female babies are usually left abandoned 
They are typically not discovered until it is 
too late, or they are fortunate enough to 
be found and taken to an orphanage. 



The Orphanages

 What happens to all the abandoned 
Children?





Dying Room 
 The dying room is a 

room where 
abandoned children 
who are sick are left 
in to die. 

 They are not fed, 
cleaned, or touched. 

You can choose to see a video on 
Chinese orphanages titled the 
Dying Room on youtube.

**Please note that 
this is very graphic 
and sad!!!


